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to be regretted, as, though it may be true that no serious 
inconvenience may result from that omission, yet it is always- 
an advantage to have the statutes at hand, in order that the 
reasons for apparently conflicting decisions in different states 
may be clearly perceived by reference to the statutes them- 
selves. This, however, in view of the fact that the modern 
practitioner seems, by all accounts, to care more for decisions,, 
than for the reasons upon which they rest, may not be so 
serious a defect as it would seem to one of the old regime.. 
In all other respects, the work is decidedly an improvement 
over former editions. R. D. S. 



A Treatise on the Law of the Domestic Relations, 
Embracing Husband and Wife, Parent and Child, 
Guardian and Ward, Infancy, and Master and Servant. 
By James Schouler, LL. D. Fifth Edition. Boston : 
Little, Brown & Co. 1895. 

It is not necessary to say anything in commendation of a 
work so well and favorably known as this is, and one so com- 
prehensive and at the same time accurate in its treatment of 
the varied and fluctuating relations included within its scope ; 
and in this new edition there are no salient features of newness 
to which to call attention. It contains the cream of the new 
cases on the various branches of its subject-matter, carefully 
culled ; but the practitioner who searches in it for those of 
purely local interest will be disappointed. It was no part of 
the author's purpose to make his work a mere collection of 
details and eccentricities, (such as many cases on these branches 
of the law unfortunately are,) or to compete with the more 
voluminous and inflated works on the subdivisions of his sub- 
ject matter. His original aim was to produce a compact hand 
book of general principles, for ready reference, and to this aim 
he has confined himself in the successive editions of his book. 
His example in this respect may well be commended to others- 

Another feature which adds to the value of the book is, 
that the present edition is also prepared by the author, so that 
uniformity of expression and treatment is secured in the addi- 
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tions to the original. The failure to do this is responsible for 
the chaotic state to which many once valuable text-books 
have been reduced. 

The text of the work has been carefully revised ; and many 
slight verbal changes have been made, which add to the clear- 
ness of the statement, or bring it into greater harmony with 
the present status of the law. These are too numerous to 
mention ; but one may be pardoned for referring to the happy 
addition to the section (§ 10) in which the author embodies 
his most admirable " general conclusions as to the law of hus- 
band and wife," — "Under all circumstances, moreover, the 
physical superiority of the male companion, and his propen- 
sity to self-indulgence, are forces which woman will always 
have to reckon with." 

There are special departments of the subject matter to which 
one could wish that the author had given a little fuller treat- 
ment. Such is that of the ante-nuptial fraud of a spouse, (§8 1) 
which, while presenting the broad principles of the doctrine, 
fails to mention the exceptions that have been made in favor of 
conveyances in favor of children ; and fails, too, to include 
some important recent cases. 

There is also one improvement that might well be made ; — 
and that is the furnishing of a fuller index. As the case now 
stands, it is easier to find some matters by reference to the 
Table of Contents than by reference to the Index — a state of 
things which certainly ought not to be. These imperfections, 
however, do not detract from the real value of the work, 
which, as said before, needs no further recommendation than 
the fame it has already gained for itself and its author. 

Ardemus Stewart. 



Outlines of Trial Procedure. By J. L. Bennett, of the 
Chicago Bar. Chicago: Donohue & Henneberry. 1895. 

To the outsider, practice must often seem a huge mass of 
disconnected details ; while the lawyer himself finds the temp- 
tation and the tendency almost irresistible to drift into empiri- 
cism, and to work by "rule of thumb" alone. 



